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Bob Hawke College

Response to Parent Questions - Blended Learning


Blended learning at Bob Hawke College

There have been a number of questions recently regarding the methodology of the teaching and learning process at the College, particularly in reference to blended learning.  

What is blended learning?

Broadly speaking, blended learning refers to the planned implementation of a learning model that integrates student-centered, traditional in-class learning with other flexible learning methodologies using mobile and web-based online (especially collaborative) approaches in order to realise strategic advantages for the education system (Department of Education, Vic, 2012).
Blended learning allows students to move along a learning journey according to their needs. It combines highly effective teaching and learning methods and strategies from both face-to-face and online learning modes. Teachers provide support and instruction in a variety of ways, giving students a high degree of control over their learning. This approach leverages the power of technology to allow for deeper and more meaningful conversations between the teacher and individual students during class. These important conversations (to provide feedback, to build relationships, to understand students’ needs) create the best opportunity for student progress. Blended learning also supports teachers to more effectively use the Universal Design for Learning approach and therefore support the inclusion of all students in classes.
It should be noted that blended learning is only one method of instruction and classes routinely include a variety of other teaching strategies to support student learning and engagement.

Why blended learning?

We passionately believe that students who are empowered to take control of their learning are highly engaged, achieve success in the subject and in developing good learning habits, demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of their progress, can articulate their needs and are able to negotiate the competing parts of being a teenager and being a learner with more success.
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What and how much consideration has been given to the large amount of research/evidence available on the negative effects of computer screens on kid’s mental, emotional and physical development? How has this been balanced in terms of percentage of time on computers in class vs active interactive teaching?

We have considered the use of technology as a method to enhance the learning experience for students.  Whilst evidence suggests that digital media use by adolescents can be a concern, schools have an obligation to prepare students for a digital environment when they complete secondary schooling. The WA Curriculum outlines the obligation for schools to consider the Information and communication technology (ICT) capability as part of their delivery of the General Capabilities. In the context of Bob Hawke College, we consider the balance of time on computers use in class and other modes of learning in our planning and delivery.







How are you going to support different learning styles especially the kids that are not having a positive learning experience with blended learning and find it very difficult to stay focused with online learning?

We use a range of approaches to meet the needs of our students. We review the delivery for students that are not engaging with any individual instructional approach as part of our reflective process.

Are you going to make changes to the way the curriculum is delivered and by when? 
We continually review the way that we teach. We continually reflect on feedback from students, student academic results and health and wellbeing data and adjust the teaching and learning program (as we have since the opening of the College).

What plans does the school have to collect feedback from the students on the different blended learning approaches employed at the College?

We will collect feedback from students in the coming weeks regarding the learning environment at the College. We use the National School Improvement Survey “What’s Happening in My School” annually to receive feedback from students. This data will be shared with the College community. In addition, a considerable number of our staff ask students to complete the Classroom Climate Questionnaire as a pre and post-test assessment of teacher practice. This data is used to inform individual teacher practice.

Whilst recognising this is a complex challenge, what plans are there to empower students in how they learn, not just at what pace they complete computer modules?

Yes. The complexity of this issue is significant, and the coaching component of Blended Learning is designed to allow growth conversations with students. Our plans also include deeper dives into the curriculum through Inquiry Based approaches including Interdisciplinary Learning (IDL). In addition, student goal setting through CREW is an important part of our approach.  We also place an emphasis on how to be a learner, acknowledging that this is a journey over many years for students.

What subjects are affected by the College’s blended learning delivery strategy?

All Learning Areas at the College use Blended Learning as one teaching and learning approach. English, Mathematics and Science use this approach to a greater degree.

Is the College following the state curriculum for Maths, English, Science and Humanities and Social Science (MESH) subjects? 

Yes. We deliver the Western Australian Curriculum in all Learning Areas.

Blended learning places a heavy emphasis on Aural and Solitary learners. How is the College catering for the 7 different student learning styles in its delivery of Maths, English, Science and Humanities and Social Science (MESH)subjects? 

Adjustments are made for students with an imputed or diagnosed learning difference. As with all teaching strategies, efforts are made by staff to cater for learner difference within the classroom. 






How is the College measuring student engagement and academic outcomes with the blended learning delivery strategy?

All teaching and learning approaches are measured by student achievement targets, student surveys, and health & wellbeing data. A student’s body of work is judged against the West Australian Curriculum and the Attitude, Behaviour and Effort categories of reporting.

What plans does the College have to address issues of student disengagement with the blended learning delivery strategy?

As with concerns with any student progress, individual teachers will make reasonable adjustments to the teaching and learning program to accommodate learner difference. This is done on a case-by-case basis in consultation with parents, students and staff. 

Is the device technology and school WIFI appropriate for broad student connection to and use of online learning?

Yes. We have adjusted the delivery since the end of Term 1 and have addressed infrastructure issues, including bandwidth.

Why do the Course Outlines for MESH subjects not mention blended learning as their delivery strategy? 

The course outlines provide an overview of the curriculum delivered. We don’t highlight any of the teaching and learning processes that are used at the College. 

How is the College fostering curiosity and imagination in our children through blended learning? Please provide examples. 
The College expects all learning areas to explicitly assess and teach the Bob Hawke College attributes. These attributes include “Demonstrating Critical and Creative Thinking”. We do not see these elements as being taught in one discipline, rather being taught across the contexts of eth learning areas. The Rube Goldberg machines developed in Science are an example of this.

Has blended learning been in place as a delivery strategy at the College from the beginning of 2020? 

Yes. There have been progressions in the manner in which technology is being used to deliver curriculum, but we have always used technology in the classroom. 

Why is this meeting the first clear communication to parents that the College has a blended learning delivery strategy (outside the Maths Pathways programme)? 

We have broadly communicated the approaches to teaching in the 2021-23 Business Plan. In August (Term 3) 2020 we offered two tours of the College for existing parents to learn more about the educational vision, values and teaching and learning process. Each year since 2019 the College has held Bring Your Own Device information evenings outlining the use of technology in teaching and learning. The information sessions conducted this week are a response to feedback from parents. Learning Areas have also outlined how learning would occur in their contexts in 2021via Compass.






Can we please have some assurance that the school plans to provide a range of hands-on/active electives for Years 9 and 10?

Yes: The College will announce the Year 9 Electives at the commencement of Semester 2, and will discuss the planned pathways for Year 10-12 over the course of this year. We are currently recruiting a Design Technologies (Metal work) to complement our Design Technologies (Wood) suite of subjects.


Can we please have some assurance that the school plans to provide VET pathways for those wanting to pursue trades and other non-ATAR further education?
Yes. The VET Pathway will be an important component of our offerings for Year 10-12.

Has the College surveyed the teachers to determine if the they are happy with the current delivery methods for the curriculum? 
Yes. Staff have been surveyed during Term 2 as part of our National School Partnerships suite of surveys. Data from this survey will be shared as part of our annual reporting processes.
As a parent it is difficult to support our children’s learning when there are no notes/handouts/books that follow the curriculum to refer to. What resources can the College provide parents to help in this regard and when will those resources be available?
We are ambitious to be a sustainable College, and this means that in Year 7-9 we will not be relying on text books. All reference materials essential for students to complete work are available on Compass. 
Does the College plan to increase the learning by doing components of the curriculum? E.g. many students have commented that they don’t get to use the science labs very often and they wished they could. 
The practical areas are and will continue to be well used at the College. This will be different for all units of work: Human biology based units for example, do not use the science labs as often as a unit focused on the physical sciences.
How is the College ensuring our kids are being taught the real-world relevance of what they are learning and the important ‘job ready’ skills they will need such as report structuring, communication, and presentation skills? 
Students are asked across subjects to demonstrate their learning in a range of ways. These include presentations to peers, writing of reports, creating displays and a variety of summative and formative assessment. 
Which subjects are being taught using blended/online learning techniques?
All subjects use technology in the classroom to enhance learning for students. The use of specific techniques, including recording of teaching occurs in some subjects, especially Science & English.
Which other Australian high schools are using blended learning?
It is difficult to say other than it would be expected that all schools currently use technology to enhance the learning program. Bob Hawke College is a Teacher Development School for the English Learning Area, and is sharing our expertise in the teaching of English with schools across the state. Local schools, both private and public use aspects of this approach.  
 




What can parents do at home to support students with their online learning?
To assist your student, please:
· Ask your child what is expected;
· Support your child by encouraging them to seek assistance from their teacher;
· Support your child’s development of self-reflection and agency in their learning over the journey;
· Contact the classroom teacher if you have concerns;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Talk with the Head of the Learning Area if the concern is ongoing; then
· Speak with an Associate Principal 
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